 Kingdom of God 18 Leader’s Guide
See Bible study at bottom of the page.

1. How is the healing of the blind man in Mark 8:22-26 different from Jesus’ other miracles? (Most of Jesus’ miracles happen instantly. This is the only recorded miracle that is in 2 stages. At first, Jesus partly heals the man; the second time, he completes the healing.)
2. The friends beg Jesus to heal the blind man. v.22 How does their example apply to us? (We can beg- faithfully pray - for Jesus to touch our friends too.)  
3. Jesus leads the blind man out of the village before he heals him. Why do you think this is a private miracle? (Maybe because the people in the village are unbelieving. Jesus needs an atmosphere of faith.)
4. Blind Bartimaeus shouts out, “Son of David, Have mercy!” Who does he think Jesus is? What is he asking him? (Bartimaeus thinks Jesus is the Messiah, the king the Jews were expecting. When he asks for mercy, Bartimaeus is asking for healing.)
5. What do we learn about Jesus when he stops? (He makes time for people. One person is important. He responds to our prayers.) 
6. Why was a beggar’s coat important? Why does Bartimaeus throw it aside? (It was his blanket and shelter in the nighttime. He used it to collect money. It was his old identity. He throws his coat aside because he will not need it anymore!)
7. Why does Jesus ask, “What do you want me to do?” (Jesus wants us to ask for help. He wants a relationship with us.)
8.  How is this miracle different from the first one? (It’s public, not private. It happens immediately, not in stages.)   
9. What was the reason for blindness, according to many people in Jesus’ day? See John 9:2. (Someone sinned. God was punishing the person for their sin.)
10.  According to Jesus, why was the man born blind? (It was NOT because of sin. It was so God could show his power in his life, so people could watch him experience a miracle.)
11.  How does Jesus heal the blind man in John 9? (He spits on the ground and makes clay. Then he rubs the mud on the man’s eyes. He tells him to go and wash in the Pool of Siloam. The blind man does it and comes back seeing!)
12. How do the strict religious leaders react? Why? (The religious leaders are angry because the man was healed on the day of rest, the Sabbath. They throw the blind man out of the temple.)
13. Who are the truly blind people in the story? (The religious leaders are blind. They can’t see who Jesus is. They think they see.) 




Kingdom of God 18 – Healing the Blind

1. Mark 8: 22- 26   Who Is Jesus?
· Welcomes the blind man. Leads him by the hand. Cares for him. v. 23
· Takes him out of the village. Wants to do a private miracle v. 23
· Wants to get away from unbelief of village, be in an atmosphere of faith?
· Jesus does not follow man’s idea of how to heal! v.22
· Spits on the man’s eyes, puts hands on the man (People in first century thought saliva had healing properties) v.23
· Checks for progress v.23
· Puts hands on eyes a second time v. 25 
· Completes what he starts. Restores man to perfect sight. v.25
· Tells man to stay away from village, not to tell
          Who Is Man?
· Need help to get to Jesus (Blind man) v.22
· Bring blind friend to Jesus. Have faith Jesus can help friend. v.22
· Beg Jesus (continual, repeated) to touch blind man v.22
· Have a formula in mind of how Jesus should heal the man v. 22
· Healed in stages, partly. Has blurry vision. v. 24
     So What?
· What friend do I need to lead to Jesus?
· We need to pray faithfully until Jesus helps our unbelieving friend (beg)!
· When we pray for people to be healed, it may happen gradually
· We need to keep praying when people are not instantly healed
· Jesus does not have one healing formula!
· Spiritual sight can happen gradually. We may have partial spiritual sight and not know all the truth! 

2. Mark 10:46-52   Who Is Jesus?
· Walking with his disciples v.46
· Attracts a large crowd v.46
· Son of David = the Messiah. King the Jews were waiting for v. 47
· Doesn’t ignore blind man 
· Stops for 1 person. Makes time for people.
· Asks Bartimaeus what he wants even though it’s obvious!
· Wants us to ASK! Waits for us to ask. v.51
· Master v.51
· Does a PUBLIC miracle! 
· Does not touch man. Speaks a word and heals!  
· Praises the man for his faith. Wants man to live in peace, well-being v.52
      Who Is Man?
· Blind beggar. POOR. Sitting by roadside.
· Bartimaeus = Timai in Aramaic means “highly valued”. Valuable to Jesus! 
· Knew about Jesus from Nazareth v.47
· Shouts loudly because he doesn’t want to miss his opportunity! 
· Asks for mercy! He is suffering and wants HEALING! v.47
· Crowd is angry. He is disturbing the peace! v.48
· Have no respect for blind man and tell him to shut up! v.48
· Bartimaeus keeps yelling, asking for mercy. v.48
· Throws off his beggar’s cloak. Used cloak for shelter, to collect money. Throws off his old identity. (poor beggar)  
· Excited and jumps up. Has faith and hope!  
· Asks Jesus to heal him
· Instantly healed!
· Follows Jesus right away. Loves Jesus so much!

     So What?
· Jesus is attractive. Many people want to follow him.
· Bartimaeus didn’t give up. If we keep asking God, he will answer.
· If we ask for mercy, we will get it.
· Jesus has time for us. He doesn’t ignore us.
· Jesus is waiting for us to ask Him for what we need. 
· Jesus wants a relationship with us.
· People may not respect us. They did not respect Bartimaeus. Jesus will respect us.
· Sometimes Jesus’ miracles are public and sometimes they are private
· Jesus changed Bartimaeus’ life and identity. He can change ours too! 
· Jesus will respond to our faith. He is pleased when we have faith (Like Bartimaeus.)

