The Cost of Discipleship – 4
Leader’s Guide

1. In Luke 14:28-30, Jesus tells a story about building a tower. What does Jesus say people should do before starting to build? See verse 28. (People should see how much the building will cost. They should make sure they have enough money to finish the project before they begin.)
2. What will happen if you don’t calculate the cost? See v. 29-30. (You might only have enough money for the foundation and not be able to finish the building. Everyone will make fun of you!)
3. What does “laying the foundation of a building” symbolize in the parable? (Laying the foundation = becoming a Christian, beginning the Christian life.) 
4. What does “building the tower” symbolize in the parable? (Building the tower = living a whole life of faith and obedience.)
5. What do people need to ask themselves before becoming a Christian? (They need to ask if they really want to live a whole life of faithfulness to God. They need to ask themselves if they will really be committed.)
6. What does Jesus compare the Christian life to in the second parable? (Jesus compares the Christian life to a war.)
7. Retell Jesus’ parable about a king going to war. See Luke 14:31-2. (A king has 10,000 men. His enemy has 20, 000. He needs to think carefully about whether he can win the war with fewer men. If not, he should make peace with his enemy.)
8. What does the second parable teach us? (It teaches us that becoming a Christian without thinking about it is stupid. It’s stupid to go to war without thinking about it! You need to know what you’re signing up for!) 
