Kingdom of God 6 Leader’s Guide
See Bible study at bottom of the page 


1. Who was Nicodemus? (He was a Jewish religious leader, a Pharisee.)
2. Why was Nicodemus curious about Jesus? See John 3:2. Why did he visit him at night? (He could tell God was with Jesus because of his miracles. He came at night because he didn’t want anyone to know. Other religious Jewish leaders hated Jesus.)
3. What are the 3 parts of every person? (Body, soul, and spirit) 
4. What happened to the spirit of every person after Adam and Eve? (Their spirits became dead because sin entered the human race.)
5. What is the first birth? (Physical birth.)
6. Jesus tells Nicodemus he must be born again to see the kingdom of God. What is this second birth? (Spiritual birth.)
7. Does Nicodemus understand? See John 3:4. Why or why not? (No. He thinks Jesus is talking about physical birth. He knows he can’t re-enter his mother’s womb!) 
8. How does the dead part inside of us come alive? See John 3:6. (Only the Holy Spirit give us spiritual birth. Only Holy Spirit can touch that dead part inside us and make it live.)
9. How is God like the wind? See John 3:8. (He’s invisible and powerful like the wind. We can hear the wind and see its effects, but we can’t control it! We never can tell where God’s wind will blow next. We never know what person with a dead spirit God will make alive.)
10. How does Jesus know about heavenly things? See John 3:11-13. (Jesus has seen heaven. He came down from heaven!)
11. What bad things did the Israelites do when they were traveling from Egypt to the Promised Land? (They spoke against God and Moses and complained about the food!)
12. How did God discipline them? (He sent poisonous snakes to bite them. Some died.)
13. What plan did God give Moses when he prayed? (He told him to make a bronze serpent and put it on a pole. If anyone was bitten but just looked at the serpent, he would live.)
14. Why does Jesus compare his death on the cross to the bronze snake on the pole? (You had to have enough FAITH to look at the bronze serpent and live. If you have FAITH in Jesus and what He did on the cross for you, you will live.) 
15.  Is your spirit dead or alive? Why? (If you have faith in Jesus, your dead spirit comes alive. If you haven’t yet believed in Jesus, your spirit is still dead because of sin.)
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Born Again



John 3:1-21 Who Is Jesus?

· Rabbi = Master, Teacher v. 2

· Doing miracle signs. God is with him.

· Hears Nicodemus’ unasked question. Reads his heart. v.3

· Tells religious man he needs a rebirth to enter God’s kingdom v.3

· Tells N. his spirit, deep inner part is dead and needs to come to life v.5

· Has seen, experienced heaven. Knows what he’s talking about. v.11

· 12 Son of Man. Has gone into heaven, came down from heaven v.12

· Will be lifted up (on cross) v. 14 

· Only Son of God. Gift from God. Gives eternal life. v.16

· Was not sent to judge, condemn world. Was sent to rescue, save it v.17 

· Light of world. Came into world. v. 19. 

Who Is Holy Spirit? 

· Brings new birth, new life. Gives birth to spiritual, supernatural life. v.6

· Like the wind. Blows where He chooses v. 8

· Can feel, see effects of HS. Can hear wind. Mysterious. Can’t tell where He’s going next! v.8

Who Is Man?

· Leader of strict religious Jew- Nicodemus. Educated, influential, moral.

· Comes to Jesus secretly. Afraid of what others think. v.2

· Sees God’s power in Jesus (miracle signs)

· Wants answers. Honestly seeking for more. Needs more than “religion”. 

· Confused, surprised, amazed by Jesus v. 4, 7

· Spiritually dead. Need to be born “again” = spiritually v. 7

· Need to be born of water, HS. Cleaned by water of Word and HS v.5

· Takes everything Jesus says at face value. Can’t see deeper meaning. V.4

· Respected teacher of Israel but does not understand v.9-10

· Doesn’t accept what Jesus reveals v. 12

· Moses- makes bronze snake, puts it on pole (Numbers 21:8-9)

· Can be rescued from death by LOOKING at bronze snake (faith)

· Bitten by SNAKE of SIN!

· Can be healed from poison of sin by looking at cross with FAITH 

· Will have eternal life if we believe, trust in Jesus v. 15, 16

· Those who believe will not be judged guilty (punished) v. 18

· Those who do not believe are already judged guilty

· Wrongdoers hate the light, avoid it because their deeds are evil v. 20

· Want the darkness to hide their evil

· Some who do what is true come to the light v. 21

· Fruitful works of some people are produced by God 



So What?

· We need more than religion. Like Nicodemus, our dead spirits need to come alive!

· Do I love and honor the Holy Spirit? Have I gotten to know this Life-Giver?

· If I believe in Jesus, I have the gift of eternal life!

· If I believe in Jesus, I will not be judged guilty.

· If I don’t believe in Jesus, I will be responsible for my own sins, judged guilty. 

· Do I love darkness instead of light? Do I try to hide my sin?

· Do I live by the truth? Is my life fruitful?


